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“And it came to pass, when the  
priests came out of the holy place, that the  

cloud filled the house of the LORD, so that the  
priests could not continue ministering 

because of the cloud; for the glory of the 
LORD filled the house of the LORD.” 

1 KINGS 8:10-11 

A Christian organisation helping the Jewish people return to Israel
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“And it came to pass, when the priests 
came out of the holy place, that the 
cloud filled the house of the LORD, 
so that the priests could not continue 
ministering because of the cloud; 
for the glory of the LORD filled the 
house of the LORD.” 1 Kings 8:10-11

O
n New Year’s Day 2025, as I was 
reading my Bible and praying for 
a scripture for the new year, or at 

least for the first part of this year, the 
scripture above caught my attention.

It is my habit to read my Bible aloud 
in my quiet time if I can. In this way, 
in addition to reading the words with 
my eyes, I also speak them with my 
mouth and hear them with my ears. 

What an amazing passage! The glory 
of the LORD, His holy presence 
and power, was so tangible and 
strong, filling the temple so that 
the priests could not continue. 

My prayer that day, as well as now 
when I am writing these lines, is that 

Ebenezer Operation Exodus, this  
part of the house of the LORD, would 
be filled with the glory of the LORD. Our 
supreme goal is to glorify the God of 
Israel and to sanctify His name. We do 
this by serving the LORD in the aliyah, 
through prayer, practical assistance 
to the Jewish people, and proclaiming 
the message of aliyah to the Church. 

Together with the Jewish people, we are 
God’s witnesses. The God of Israel is 
the Living God, the only true God who 
proclaims: “I am the First and I am the Last; 
besides Me there is no God.” (Isaiah 44:6). 

We can trust His word completely. He 
keeps His promises without exception. 
King Solomon expresses this well in his 
prayer of dedication in 1 Kings 8:24: 
“You have both spoken with Your mouth 
and fulfilled it with Your hand, as it is 
this day.” God’s name is glorified when 
He fulfils His word. As more and more 
Jewish people from all over the world 
return to Israel, it is clear evidence that 
God is keeping His promises – He is 
doing it for His holy name’s sake. 

PHILIP HOLMBERG
CHAIRMAN, 

INTERNATIONAL BOARD
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Key Words

Aliyah is the word 
for the immigration of 
Jewish people from the 
Diaspora to the Land 
of Israel. The word in 
Hebrew means ascent 
and is defined as ‘going 
up’ – progressing 
towards Jerusalem.

Olim means Jewish 
immigrants to Israel  
– those making aliyah. 
In the singular, a 
male immigrant is 
called an oleh and a 
female immigrant an 
olah. Potential olim 
are those our teams 
contact and encourage 
to make aliyah.

Klitah concerns the 
absorption of olim after 
they have arrived in 
Israel. It includes all 
aspects of integrating 
into society, including 
learning Hebrew, 
finding employment 
and housing, school 
enrolment and serving 
in the Israel Defense 
Forces (IDF).

declare the full counsel of God to 
the elders at Ephesus (Acts 20:27). 
We pursue God’s calling for us. 

It is, however, important that you and 
I serve the LORD with humble hearts 
and not with pride or an attitude of 
knowing it all. We need soft hearts, a 
willingness to confess and repent, love 
for those we engage with, and patience 
to follow our vision of being “the LORD’s 
servants and intercessors helping the 
Jewish people return to the land of Israel 
from all nations and to proclaim God’s 
kingdom purposes for their return”. 

We can see this humility in King Solomon 
when he prays at the dedication of the 
First Temple (2 Chronicles 6). Several 
times, he prays, “When You hear, 
forgive!” At one point, he even prays, 
“When they sin against You (for there 
is no one who does not sin) …” and 
the Jewish people are taken captive 
to the lands of the enemy. Here, the 
prayer gives us a model for aliyah: 

The word ‘house’ can refer to actual 
buildings, for example, King David’s 
palace in Jerusalem, the tabernacle, 
the First and Second Temples. But 
‘house’ can also refer to a family or a 
nation. We read about the house of 
David, which means David’s family, 
especially his descendants down to the 
Ultimate Son of David, the Messiah. 
We read about the house of Israel 
referring to the Jewish people right 
through history to our own time. 

It is in the second meaning that we can 
speak of the house of Ebenezer or the 
family of Ebenezer. And it is the prayer 
of my heart that this house of the LORD, 
called Ebenezer Operation Exodus, would 
be filled with the glory of the LORD! 

When we continue to take hold of the 
prophetic promises regarding aliyah and 
give ourselves to pray and intercede, in 
agreement with the word of God, for the 
return of the Jewish people, we pursue 
God’s calling for us, His mandate to 
Ebenezer. The return of the Jewish people 
to Israel brings glory to the LORD’s name. 

When we reach out to Jewish people 
in the nations with compassion through 
our fishing activities, sharing the aliyah 
message and distributing food parcels, 
and when we help them to get to a consul 
or an airport with their luggage, these 
are examples of how we can comfort the 
Jewish people, encourage them to make 
aliyah, and help them in various ways in 
Israel. We pursue God’s calling for us. 

When we share the aliyah message 
with fellow believers, when we try to 
get speaking engagements in churches 
and Christian groups, when we invite 
pastors and leaders to an Ebenezer 
event, or when we arrange a seminar 
or event for the next generation, these 
are all important ways to engage the 
unengaged and reach the unreached. 
The apostle Paul had a burden to 

1.	 “yet when they come 
to themselves” 

2.	 “and repent, and make 
supplication to You” 

3.	 “when they return to You with 
all their heart and all their soul” 

4.	 “then hear their prayer, 
maintain their cause and 
forgive Your people” 

We are assured that God will maintain 
the cause of His people because He 
promises that He will gather them out 
of all countries, and says, “Yes, I will 
rejoice over them to do them good, 
and I will assuredly plant them in this 
land [Israel], with all My heart and 
with all My soul.” (Jeremiah 32:41)

The glory of the LORD will fill 
the house of the LORD.



 A WAR-TORN NATION

4 | Ebenezer Operation Exodus

UKRAINE

“Therefore we do not lose heart. Even 
though our outward man is perishing, yet the 
inward man is being renewed day by day.” 2 
Corinthians 4:16

F
ebruary 24th 2022 was a wake-up 
call for the nations. The COVID crisis 
was not over yet when the largest 

refugee movement caused by the 
Russian aggression against Ukraine hit 
the world unprepared.

Whilst the general public is tired of hearing 
about the war with all its consequences and 
is hoping for some sort of peaceful resolution, 
we have to ask ourselves how this affects us 
as a ministry.

I want to thank God for our team in Ukraine 
under the leadership of Vadim. They have 
been faithful and committed to blessing 
the Jewish community. They have helped 
thousands of olim and visited thousands of 
Jewish people, bringing them food parcels, 
blankets and good clothes and providing 
aliyah advice. 

Our team helps people who have been 
evacuated from the front lines, who have lost 
family members, or who had to resettle to 
safer areas.

Ebenezer teams from the West have visited 
our team and participated in the food parcel 

distribution. But what counts is that the Holy 
Spirit gives strength and Shalom to our team so 
they can be powerful instruments in His hand. 
We should continue praying for our workers in 
the knowledge that we have a God who hears 
our cry! 

In the past 16 months, we have been able 
to distribute over 5,000 food parcels. These 
are a blessing for the recipients and an 
encouragement for those who distribute 
them because they experience how they are 
used to bring hope and comfort. The harsh 
circumstances could lead to passivity because, 
on a human level, there is no way to influence 
them. But in blessing others, we do the exact 
opposite of what the enemy wants and destroy 
evil plans.

May the Lord grant us wisdom and abundant 
provision to continue until the task is fulfilled.

Please pray for: 

	ų Continued strength for our team. 

	ų Physical protection on the road, 
where they drive thousands of 
miles, sometimes in critical areas.

	ų Preparedness in case of a 
sudden high demand for 
transportation on new aliyah 
highways (vehicles, drivers and 
overnight accommodation).

JOHANNES BARTHEL
REGIONAL COORDINATOR FOR 

EUROPE, FSU AND ISRAEL

Top: Vadim and Sergei with 
five olim headed to Israel.

Bottom: Food parcel 
distribution in Ukraine.
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UKRAINET
his is the aliyah story of a family  
from Kyiv which encouraged  
me personally.

Sergey (57) was one of the many men 
not allowed to leave Ukraine. However, 
his 83-year-old mother Maya suffered 
from dementia, which meant that, as 
her carer, he could be eligible to leave. 

We bought them train tickets to Moldova, 
from where they would fly to Israel. I drove 
them to a train station in Kyiv in October 
2024. The next morning, Sergey rang and 
told me that the border officers did not 
allow him to cross because they allegedly 
could not verify Maya’s dementia certificate.

On top of that, as they were unloading 
their luggage, Maya fell and suffered a hip 
fracture. This diagnosis typically means 
surgery and several months of bed rest. 
For Sergey and Maya, this would have 
meant postponing their aliyah indefinitely. 

However, the family was determined not 
to let this hinder their return to Israel. 
They agreed with the airline that, despite 
the trauma, Maya would occupy only 
one seat on the plane (normally, for 

VADIM
NATIONAL COORDINATOR

bedridden passengers, airlines provide 
a special bed that takes up six seats).

There was a second part to this story: 
Sergey’s father (84), his wife, and their dog 
and cat in Kyiv were supposed to take 
a train to Moldova the day after Sergey 
and Maya’s crossing. They were now 
waiting to see whether Sergey would be 
permitted to cross. They decided to cross 
the border, not knowing if Sergey would 
make it. I took them to the train station, 
and Pavel from Moldova picked them up. 

Sergey and Maya decided to attempt 
crossing a second time. Maya was lying on 
a mattress in the van, which was the best 
we could do with our limited time. After 
waiting several hours, Sergey was finally 
permitted to leave, and they continued their 
travel to Chisinau, the capital of Moldova. 

A few days later, they all flew to Israel. The 
next day, Maya underwent surgery and 
began her recovery. The family’s unwavering 
dedication to making aliyah, despite all the 
obstacles thrown in their way, amazed me. 
The fact that Maya received surgery the day 
after her arrival seemed like God honouring 
her passion and eagerness to make aliyah.

Bottom: Sergey and Maya on 
their way to the border.
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UKRAINE T
his story begins in the 1920s. Abram 
was a highly educated resident of 
Yekaterinoslav who ran a Jewish 

school. Persecution and pogroms led 
Abram to make a difficult decision: 
with his two daughters, he travelled to 
Palestine to settle in the land promised 
by God to His people.

His goal was to eventually bring his wife, 
Bluma and their two sons, who initially 
remained in their house. Unfortunately, 
Abram and Bluma would not meet 
again until the end of their lives. 

Abram and his daughters were tested in 
the land “flowing with milk and honey”, 
witnessing the birth and formation of 
Zionist organisations and movements in 
the fight against Arab terrorist groups, 
until the formation of the State of Israel. 

Bluma and her boys also went through 
much hardship, living through the period of 
the “Executed Renaissance”, through the 
dark time of the Holodomor (a mass famine 
in Soviet Ukraine) and its consequences, 
and other horrors of the 1930s.

The youngest son, Israel, bearing a 
prophetic name for the family, was 

gifted in languages. At the age of 
six, he could speak and read French, 
Yiddish and Hebrew. By the age of 
forty, he had amassed a huge library, 
becoming a renowned bookseller.

Israel was mobilised to the war front, 
and in 1942, his family was evacuated to 
Kazakhstan. During one of the bombings 
of Dnepropetrovsk, many of his books 
were burnt or destroyed by looters. In 
1944, the family returned from evacuation. 
In 1946, Israel and his wife Tsilya had a 
son – Ilya. Because Israel’s health was 
poor due to a serious war injury, Ilya 
grew up without his father’s support but 
found help and care through relatives.

Ilya married Raisa, and in 1969, they had 
a daughter, Alisa, who was able to get a 
good education. Everything changed in 
February 2022. Air-raid sirens, explosions, 
people leaving their homes and escaping 
the country… Some burned out and 
broke down, unable to bear the sight 
of violence and lawlessness, pain, and 
suffering of the innocent. This happened 
to Alisa, Ilya’s and Raisa’s only daughter. 

In this period of immense struggle, 
the family decided to move to Israel. 

SERGEI
EBENEZER UKRAINE

Left to right: Sergei (driver) 
with olim Ilya and Raisa.



“And I will establish My covenant between 
Me and you and your descendants after 

you in their generations, for an everlasting 
covenant, to be God to you and your 

descendants after you.” – Genesis 17:7

ALIYAH:									            A STORY OF GENERATIONS
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Please stand with us in prayer for:

	ų Sergei’s release from the military 
(Matthew 18:27) and for his 
wife, Nathalie and their family.

	ų Our Ukraine team to find strength 
in the LORD, wisdom regarding 
where and when to travel, and the 
other male team members who 
the army could stop at any time.

	ų Drivers and representatives 
to cover for the Dnipro and 
Odessa regions, where we 
have been looking for helpers 
for a long time, so that we will 
be able to help with all olim 
transfer requests we receive.

A FAMILY REUNITED

L
ast November, I received a call 
from Alexander, who had come 
from Israel to bring his father, 

Hersh (90), from Tiraspol to Israel. 
Alexander asked for help with his 
father’s paperwork. 

Alexander made aliyah five years ago 
from Russia, where he had lived for ten 
years and met a girl from Kazakhstan. 
They left for Israel with one child and 
settled in the North, not far from the 
border with Lebanon. There, they had 
two more children. He was worried for his 
family because of the frequent shelling; 
they spent much time in shelters. 

Ebenezer Moldova helped to arrange 
Hersh’s documents, and in December 
2024, I brought Hersh and his son to 
the airport in Chisinau. The shelling in 
Israel had stopped, and Alexander was 
relieved that Hersh would not have to 
hear the sirens and run to the shelter.

PAVEL
NATIONAL COORDINATOR

MOLDOVA

Alexander with 
his father Hersh.

A few days later, Alexander sent a photo 
of his father, Hersh, with his grandchildren, 
whom he met for the first time! 

Praise the Lord who gathers his 
people in the Land of Israel!

Documents, archives, consular meetings, 
preparation of transportation, flight 
arrangements. Despite all efforts, 
Alisa did not manage to see the 
Promised Land – she passed away.

It took Ilya, who was 76 at that time, 
and his wife Raisa three months to 
recover. Despite losing their daughter, 
they eventually moved to Israel. We 
thank the Lord that we witnessed and 
participated in this amazing aliyah 
story by God’s mercy and love. 

Sergei, who wrote this report, 
has facilitated the aliyah of many 
olim through his courageous 
service as a driver. In February, 
he was stopped by the army and 
deployed on the same day.



ANTI-SEMITISM IN FRANCE
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FRANCE

“For I, the Lord your God, will hold 
your right hand, saying to you, ‘Fear 
not, I will help you.’” Isaiah 41:13

T
he number of anti-Semitic incidents 
across France has recently 
quadrupled, and the situation has 

been deteriorating for two decades. The 
atmosphere towards the Jewish people 
is becoming unbearable.

The primary responsibility lies with far-
left political supporters and others 
such as the Socialist Party, the Greens 
and the Communist Party, who remain 
silent when Israel is a victim and use 
any opportunity to condemn Israel.

Over the past month, vandalism 
has increased in major cities such 
as Marseille and Saint-Nazaire. 
Unacceptable inscriptions have 
degraded buildings and schools. 

“There is an explosion of testimonies from 
Jewish people who no longer feel safe 
in France, who have had their homes 
tagged because of a mezuzah... who are 
withdrawing their children from schools”, 
stressed Minister Aurore Bergé, deploring 
“the re-emergence of a form of anti-
Semitism that feeds on hatred of Israel 
and is called anti-Zionism”, urging society 
to take a stand against anti-Semitism.

A giant “anti-Zionist Marseille” graffiti on a 
building at La Timone, Marseille’s largest 
hospital, provoked a strong reaction 
from the local right wing. “I strongly 
condemn those responsible for damaging 
a building in the heart of Marseille... 
Anti-Zionism, the unbearable veneer of 
anti-Semitism, has no place in Marseille 
and the Southern Region”, said Renaud 
Muselier, President of that region.

Within the French government, ministers 
are taking a stand against anti-Semitism; 
this is important and encourages us, as 
intercessors, to continue praying for our 

authorities so our Jewish communities 
can live in safety and prepare to 
make aliyah in good conditions.

After we received positive feedback from 
the aliyah group flight last December, 
Ebenezer France, together with Christians 
for Israel International, plans to finance 
4-5 olim group flights in 2025 and offer 
airport transfers from many French cities 
and help olim in various practical ways.

This statement of support for the Jewish 
people in France may encourage them 
to follow the more than 2,000 French 
olim who made aliyah in 2024.

Please pray for our team and 
the aliyah group flights from 
France planned for 2025.

BERNADETTE TRIBAUDAUT
CHAIRMAN EBENEZER 

FRANCE

Right: A graffiti reading 
“anti-Zionist Marseille” on 

a building at La Timone, 
Marseille’s largest hospital. 



THE DREAM OF ALIYAH
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HUNGARYT
hank God that through the 
Jewish Agency, we could help 
olim who needed financial 

support to make aliyah this year. 
Two of the olim we helped were 
Marci and Tivadar.

Marci (30) wanted to start a family, and 
as a religious Zionist, it was a long-
held wish to do so in Israel. He worked 
from a young age and graduated from 
the Jewish University of Budapest 
with a degree in Judaic Studies.

Tivadar (53): “My desire to return to the 
land of my ancestors goes back more 
than fifteen years. My grandmother 

ZSUZSANNA KISS
HUNGARY TEAM

is a Holocaust survivor. Without the 
liberation of the concentration camp, my 
mother, who has always tried to keep our 
family’s Jewish identity alive, would not 
exist. I want to move to Eilat and start 
a new life in the land of my people.”

Please pray that:

	ų The olim will be able to put 
their roots down there. 

	ų We hear God’s Word and 
guidance to help His chosen 
people make aliyah.

COUNTRIES WE SUPPORTED IN ALIYAH DURING 2024

“Then they will know 
that I am the LORD 

their God, for though 
I sent them into exile 
among the nations, I 

will gather them back 
to their own land, not 

leaving any behind.
Ezekiel 39:28 (NIV)

A special thank you to 
Christians for Israel in 
the Netherlands who we 
partner with in several 
countries.

Over 32,000 Jewish people made aliyah last year. 
Thanks to your support and prayers, we were 
able to help over 20% of all olim return from the 
highlighted countries. Thank you.   

Top: Marci with 
his new friends.



ALIYAH FROM ARGENTINA
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ARGENTINA

“Fear not, for I am with you; Be 
not dismayed, for I am your God. 
I will strengthen you, yes, I will 
help you, I will uphold you with My 
righteous right hand.” Isaiah 41:10

I
srael, Cinthya, Sofia and Sol had a 
strong desire to emigrate to the land 
of Israel. For the family, reaching Israel 

was a dream they discussed at every 
Jewish feast and Shabbat.

When the time came to make the decision 
to leave, they did not hesitate to approach 
the Jewish Agency of Buenos Aires, but 
their decision came with a long list of 
expenses, a real challenge for the family. 

A friend from the Jewish community told 
them about Ebenezer and that we were a 
Christian organisation which helped and 
loved the Jewish people. When I met them, 
I told them about the hundreds of families 
we’ve helped who today live happily in 
Israel. They did not hesitate to ask for help.

We are always thankful for each family 
that arrives at our offices in Buenos Aires 
and tells us how their desire to return to 
Israel was born. For many years, Cinthya 

helped survivors of the Shoah in Argentina, 
working in the Tzedaka Foundation 
(Program of Aid to Survivors of the Shoah). 

She told us there were still about one 
hundred and fifty survivors, who at a very 
young age had to go through several 
concentration camps, suffering the most 
perverse atrocities one cannot imagine. 
Many of them still need assistance, a lot of 
love, and in some cases, humanitarian aid. 
Cinthya gave her life to their service and 
still remembers them with great emotion. 

Last May, the family arrived in Israel. The 
first fifteen days were spent at the Dirat 
Kelet, a place of help for newcomers who 
require it. Then, they were able to rent their 
first house. Cinthya told us they received 
so much help and so many gifts that 
their house in Israel was more complete 
than the one they had in Argentina. 

Israel also told us that when they left, 
he was concerned about finding work; 
two weeks after their arrival, he got a 
job where he feels very comfortable. 

God is faithful! His Word and His 
promise to His People endure forever.

RAUL ROUILLE
PRESIDENT EBENEZER 

ARGENTINA

Bottom left: Israel, 
Cinthya, Sofia and Sol.

Bottom right: The family 
at the Ebenezer base.
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PRAYER

I am Philip from Sweden. 

I succeeded Pete Stucken as chairman 
at the beginning of 2023. My wife 
Ulla, a nurse-midwife, and I have been 
married for 49 years. We have five 
children, but our youngest daughter, 
Ulrika, passed away five years ago. 
We have seven grandchildren. 

I grew up in a missionary family; my 
parents served in China and India. Ulla and 
I also served in Bhutan for five years in the 
1980s. I was a teacher and headmaster 
for most of my professional life. 

We are so grateful to be part of Ebenezer. 
At the same time, we need your prayers! 

PHILIP HOLMBERG & 
HERIBERTO GONZALEZ
INTERNATIONAL BOARD MEMBERS

I am Heriberto Gonzalez  
from Mexico. 

I have been part of Ebenezer since 1999 
and have had the honour and privilege of 
being a member of the International Board 
for more than ten years. My wife Leticia 
and I have been married for 38 years. We 
have three children and six grandchildren.

I became a born-again Christian in 
1975 during a powerful revival time 
in a local Methodist church. With 
a background in accounting and 
administration, I worked as an executive 
in different companies for 34 years and 
also, until now, as senior pastor in a 
local church for the past 23 years. 

Please pray for the board and executive team: 

Members of the Board of 
Ebenezer Emergency Fund 
International: 
Heriberto Gonzalez, 
Nicholas Coates, Gian 
Luca Morotti, Gary 
Kah, Philip Holmberg, 
Abe Oommen. 

	ų To reach the unreached (Rom 15:20-
21) by sharing the message of aliyah.

	ų That we never forget that all the work 
that God is doing through us from 
beginning to end is to display His 
glory and bring honor and praise to 
His great name.

	ų For a spirit of wisdom and revelation.

	ų To be a team in fellowship, unity, 
grace, love, in serving, and in 
action.

	ų To be shepherds, in submission to 
the Chief Shepherd.

	ų To have a deep concern  
(2 Cor 11:28) for our teams in 
every nation and region.
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ISRAEL

“When my soul fainted within me, I 
remembered the Lord; and my prayer went 
up to You, into Your holy temple.” Jonah 2:7

A
s I write, we are anticipating the 
arrival of new olim to spend the  
first few weeks of their new life at 

Beit Yonah Ashdod.

When Elena and her children arrived, we 
sat by the big windows overlooking the sea, 
having coffee and cake together. Agata, 
Elena’s 11-year-old daughter, saw a guitar 
hanging in the corner and asked if she 
could play. Her playing was delightful – not 
in the way that it is sometimes delightful 
to hear children play instruments rather 
poorly. Agata’s playing was truly delightful. 

Elena has relatives nearby, so they spent 
much of their time with them. God has, it 
seems, made a way for these new Israelis!

Today, we heard of Alex and (another) Elena, 
who will come to Ashdod in a few weeks. 
Their daughter lives in Ashdod and recently 
came to check us out and take photographs. 
Rather better than I expected, was her 
verdict. “Is it possible to have a barbecue 
in the garden?” she asked. It seems that 
there are some festive times ahead!

When the prophet Jonah was spat out by 
the huge fish on the beach of Israel, he 
was given a second chance by God to 
obey the call which he had been given. 
Tradition says that this took place on the 
beach of Ashdod. The Ebenezer house for 
new olim in Ashdod is called Beit Yonah 
Ashdod as a memorial to the prophet and 
in recognition of the new opportunity being 
given to the Jewish people as they return 
to make a home in the land of Israel.

We are beginning to welcome olim, and it 
is a comfortable place to stay. However, 
there are still many things to be done. I 
can hear noises from upstairs as a new 
kitchen is being assembled on the top floor 
where I live with my wife Rosie. It will be 
good for us to have a space where we can 
escape from the continual demands of the 
house. We’re hoping this will be soon!
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Top: Living room at 
Beit Yonah Ashdod.

Bottom: Exterior  
of Beit Yonah.


